
This is a retyped interview with Charlie Stewart born 1894 aged 85 years in 1979 by Frank 

Sampson. The Caboolture Historical Society found the document some years ago and gave it 

to the Woodford Historical Society.  

On top of the document it has – Room 12, Girroween, Anzac Parade, Redcliffe 

Where there are (?) placed, I’m presuming Frank had taped the interview and couldn’t 

understand what Charlie was saying when he listened back to write the interview up.) 

Words in green, I’m pretty sure Frank is adding to Charlie’s Story, they are Frank’s words, 

not Charlie’s. 

Words in blue are corrections I have made that I think are typos or I have corrected. 

Words in purple are from Mrs S 

Qu. Do you know where Westvale is? 
Ans. No. 
 
Qu. Did you know anyone on the teaching staff at Stanmore related to Bryce? 
Ans. There was a Bryce who had a little property many years ago fellow named Swenson 
had a case mill; opposite where Bill Simpson used to have a farm, Bellthorpe Road. You 
went in the paddock up over the mountain and he was growing bananas in the back. I can 
remember the Stanmore School, Miss Wright was a teacher there-we gave her a big send-
off, we were camped in Hal Mason’s paddocks. This one-eyed Jonah (?) that was a (?) used 
to play a concertina, and he played the music to dance at her send off. This was when I was 
working for the Caboolture Shire Council, in about 1911 or 1912.  
 
Went to Woodford in 1911, aged at 17 years. The line only went as far as Woodford in those 
days. It was the year the line was completed, about November or December; I was in 
Warwick at the time, ringbarking 10 mile out of Dalby. Rode a horse as far as Clifton, where 
it went lame; got the train into Brisbane. Didn’t know Brisbane, stayed in Moyle’s Boarding 
House just opposite Roma Railway Station overnight; got the train to Woodford next day.  
 
Dug a grave for a man, one of the old navvies on the line at the maiden camp, over at One 
Mile Hill, Woodford. He poisoned himself at camp on night. Police wanted a grave dug for 9 
o’clock the next morning, they took a week to find him and he was ‘pretty ripe’. I helped 
Billy Rooker dig the grave.  
 
Qu. You’d know Billy Yates? 
Ans. Very particular friend of mine. Used to travel to (for?) Wertheim Piano Company. Had a 
very wet show, we were on the Woodford Show Committee at the time, had to abandon it 
on the Friday. The Wertheim Piano Manager was there, and said ‘come on we’ll go down 
and sample all of Campbell’s wines. We sampled every one of them, then he said we’ll go 
back and have a sing song around the piano. I bought a piano at terms of £2 deposit and £1 
per month – from the Show. (I was poor as Job’s turkey at the time).  
 



Qu. I haven’t heard that saying before ‘You were poor as Job’s turkey’, where did that come 
from? 
Ans. Just a saying we had. But Job’s turkey was supposed to have no feathers on him, just in 
his tail and at the back of his neck. 
 
Qu. Pick and shovel work mainly on the Council, and clearing and digging up stumps and so 
forth? 
Ans. Some of the farmers used to come in with their tip drays and we had to dig in those 
hard metal pits, pick it with a pick and shovel in it. Later on they used to put steel sheets 
down when doing the road, tip a load on that so you could pick it up again.  
 
If the main street of Woodford was dug up, you would see rocks nearly as big as that table, 
underneath the street. They came out of Jull’s paddock, where the Woodford prison 
presently is. 
 
Qu. Why did you put such big stones there? 
Ans. It was spongy country and springs breaking out everywhere. Once there was a spring in 
Henry (Hendy) Street Woodford (where I used to live), and I was pulling the butcher and the 
baker through with chains and my horse, when Norm Bleakley the Chairman came along. I 
said to him if you’d like to let Ambrose Tilney go down and cut some of those tea trees 
(from Kings Paddock, later bought by Mr Stewart) and lay them across the road, then get 
your truck to bring up a load of soil and cover them, that will solve your problem. I think if 
you dug up Henry (Hendy) Street now (I helped to bituminize it) you would still find some of 
the old tea tree saplings used that day. 
 
Qu. Do you remember a Cr. R.N. Lang, a Councillor in 1915-1916? 
Ans. No, but can remember Sam Lang the Shire Clerk. 
 
Qu. Do you remember Tom Fraser? 
Ans. Yes and Bill Fraser, brothers. 
 
Qu. Can you tell us about the races they used to have on the Woodford race course? 
Ans. Old Arthur Hendry was the school master at Woodford at the time and was on the Race 
Committee. They wanted someone to bail people up at the gate and only allow one man 
through with one horse, not two or three. I was picked for this job, to stop them getting in 
free of charge. I bailed up Hal Draper, who tried to get three of his boys in, I made them pay 
for two. Used to race once a month.  
 
The race course used to cross the roadway down to Ferguson’s Piggery (Ferguson lived at 
Sandgate). We used to call it Piggery Lane, it is called Princess Street today. There were wire 
gates either side where the track crossed the roadway.  
 
Qu. What happened to the race-course, did it just peter out? 
Ans. Just died out, there was also one at Caboolture at the time. Was going for the ten years 
I was there.  
Mrs S. It was going for a lot longer than that, still going in the 1940’s (Jack Webb would be 
the one to get this information from). 



(conversation seems to stop here regarding the race course, and goes on to what machinery 
Mr Stewart used to drive.) 
 
I was sent down to Deception Bay to do that up – I think the big gutter is still there. (?) 
Burton was on the Britstand Grader (?) Perce Fredin (?) (maybe Percy Hennessey) on the 
little Armstrong Holland they used to have, I was on (? Can’t get this) 
 
Qu. How many people worked on the Council when you first went there?  
Ans. A ganger and three men – a horse driver and two others. This is Woodford only. 
Tommy Anderson was the ganger on the Caboolture end at this time. 
 
Qu. How long was your last term with Council? 
Ans. 22 years. Ganger and grader. 
 
Old George Watt was a mighty man. Used to cost all the federal aid jobs. I worked on the 
Commissioner’s Flat Road job (which Mr Sampson said was probably the biggest Federal Aid 
job). Did the work a few thousand £ cheaper than John Wilson & Partners had estimated. 
(Mr Sampson explained here that they had to apply for a loan for the Commissioner’s Flat 
job, when suddenly some money came forward – about £1,500. Council decided here to 
undertake the job by day labour instead of taking the loan. In this way cut the price down a 
long way below John Wilson’s estimates. However Council interviewed John Wilson and he 
agreed to prune his costs). 
 
Once when we had just bitumened Cove Road a flood came. The bitumen wasn’t set 
enough, and big sheets of it was lifted off and hung over fences.  
 
Qu. You would of known Pat Briers? 
Ans. Yes he did the Cove Road job. They got the material for this job our of Murphy’s 
paddock. 
 
My two daughters, who were rather wild radicals (took after their mother!!) weren’t doing 
any good at school, so I decided to send them to the convent. They asked me if I wanted 
them taught religion, and I said no I can belt enough religion into them! They did really well 
there. But they couldn’t do any good under Van Cooten – teacher at the local school. 
 
Qu. Were you working for the Council in 1919. They planted some trees in the main street at 
Woodford in 1919 – did you plant them?  
Ans. No I was in the sawmill at that time – Fredin’s Sawmill (?) (A.A. Fredin?) 
 
Qu. Whose sawmills were there at that time apart from Fredins? 
Ans. Jack King used to have a mill where the Bowling Club is today. Ben (?) Davis Mill (Binney 
and Davis) is where the loop line was, where they used to turn the engines around.  
 
Qu. Who was George Seeny? 
Ans. He used to own the paper mills right up to this day. Used to have a big house, where 
Reg Walker is on the right hand side after you pass Woodford School coming Woodford 
way. George Seeney used to have his farm there, owned all the property there.  



 
Fredin sacked Mr Stewart for insubordination over an incident at the sawmill. (Arthur 
Draper came in with two fine stringy logs. When Harry Draper came in for his pay, one of 
the logs was marked quarter measurement. Fredin said it had been cut badly, and to go over 
and see Charlie Stewart who would give him the details. Charlie Stewart said the log hadn’t 
even been cut yet – and got the sack for not lying for Fredin.) 
Fredin wrote to Charlie a few years after and asked him to come back. 
 
Qu. Were there many bullock wagons operating in Woodford at this time? 
Ans. I have seen 28 bullock teams up in front of the Woodford Hotel in the main street of 
Woodford. 
 
(Mr Sampson said they counted 100 one day in Woodford). 
 
Old Albert Beanland had the lovliest team of red bullocks (26 red bullocks). They were all 
Devons – with white clear horns. 
 
Qu. Were they all bringing timber into Woodford? 
Ans. Blue Gum, Stringy, 
 
Qu. Who had the long whip? 
Ans. Frank Ferris. 
 
Qu. Where did the timber come from? 
Ans. On the flats – particularly blue gum and iron bark. Later they went back into the hills for 
Blackbutt, tallowood and red stringy. (Mr Sampson gave this info.) 
 
One little instance I’d like to mention is P.N. Lovf – bought Jack Kings sawmill out 
afterwards. Ran into Charlie in the street, who was looking for work at the time. Asked if he 
would like to dig him a well. Charlie agreed, and got as far as 14ft. deep when Loo (Lovf) said 
to give it a miss. The trouble was Harry King was selling water from his creek at £1 a week. 
Lovf went up to his house and came back with a 2” auger and they drilled down through the 
bank until they struck water. He then said that’s well and truly up Jack King’s …………..!! 
 
Qu. Tell us about the big fighting man? 
Ans. Big (?) bloke, came from Melbourne and used to bowl everyone in the pub over, all the 
drunks etc. Charlie was only about 18 at the time, and a young kid took the man round 
behind the butter factory and really did him over. He left town a couple of days later! 
 
Qu. Was there much for young people to do in the way of entertainment in Woodford? 

Ans. Never Short of dances, was the only entertainment we had. Billy Smith had the first car, 

Jack Webb the second. Billy Smith was the butcher on one side of the road and Hobbs and 

Beale the butcher shop on the other side (bought Hal Mason’s shop.) 

(Tom King was the first storekeeper in Woodford -  was a board member on the council; 

buried in the old cemetery at Woodford). 



Real old man, Alec Gates (?) used to have a baker shop down below where Jane (could be 

James) Cannon’s house is to this day. This was in the very early days, was closed down when 

Charlie arrived in Woodford.  

Billy Smith was the only man who would drive a car where no-one else was game to drive it. 

 

Qu. What was the biggest log you saw go through the mill? 
Ans. 23ft. girth. (?) Crows Ash. From Mount Archer somewhere. 
 
Qu. Any big Bunya Pines? 
Ans. The only bunya pine I can remember cutting up, was a big tree from Durundur Station. 
The big pine came from D’Aguilar to Mt Mee. Carmichael’s had it on their land, and bought 
the land with the pine on it for 2/6d. per acre.  
 
Leichhardt planted the big tree (Leichhardt was from Durundur) (Leichhardt visted 
Durundur) 
 
(Part of this tree went back to be built into Durundur Homestead – Mrs Cruice lives in it). 
(Old Mrs Cruice, later Bernie and Maree Cruice’s home) 
 
Johnny McSweeney owned the first pub – One Mile, Woodford. McSweeney’s own the 
paddock now.  
 
Qu. What do you know about Alan McLean? 
Ans. Had a nice buggy and pair. He Married Mrs McSweeney. 
Old FB Whitman had a nice jersey cow and bull calf and asked me if I would look after it. 
(drifts off here) 
 
One time the Council found 11 of of Mr Stewarts calves and put them in the pound. Mr 
Stewart lifted them back over the fence and saved himself some fees. Council wouldn’t have 
employed him if they had known. 
 
I got married, and was buying a property off Fredin – old police station block. Val 
McSweeney used to turn his cattle out and they would camp right in front of the house. 
Would take the wife for a walk after work and she would tread in fresh manure, so asked 
McSweeney to move them, but he didn’t. Fredin who was on the Council gave Charlie the 
job as Poundman, and Charlie impounded McSweeneys cattle. Although he couldn’t get 
them to the pound yard but charged him 5/- a head anyway. McSweeney went up to his 
mother (?) Mrs McLean and got the money and paid Charlie, and called him all sorts of 
names.  
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