
18 January 2023 marks the tenth anniversary of the re-opening of Bellthorpe Range Rd after a two-year 
closure following extensive damage from the torrential rain event in early January 2011. This prompted 
us to present in the recent edition of the Bugle a brief history of our access roads and we have now 
added to the photographs in this document.  This should be of particular interest to our newer residents, 
but we encourage our longer-term residents to read it as some details below may need correcting and 
we have many gaps in our knowledge (such as when each of our seven roads was first sealed).

An interesting historical fact from the earliest days is that land selectors’ leases were “loaded” with the 
cost of building access roads. This was effectively a long-term payment for the work done soon after 
settlement. However, the actual costs often exceeded the loading which led to lively arguments at shire 
meetings over who should pay the difference. The council rates system replaced this means of 
financing local road construction.

Here is a timeline of major events followed by more detail about the 1988 community action on the 
“loops” section and the 2011-13 damage and reconstruction along with a selection of photographs.

NOTES FROM THE HISTORY FILES

BELLTHORPE ROADS – A BRIEF HISTORY



TIMELINE FOR BELLTHORPE ROADS

1906 – Livingstone, Barlow and Keir first climbed up from Woodford to select their blocks.

1908 – by then, a narrow track had been built suitable for a horse drawn wagon.

1925 – the first motor vehicle came up the range.

1930s – by the early 1930s, the road was rated suitable for wet weather.

1960 – November floods washed away the bridge over Running Creek. It took 14 months to be 
replaced. Timber from the old bridge was used for the spectator seats adjacent to the tennis court at the 
Hall.

1962 – Gap Road, built by Dave Keir and Campbell Green, was opened. It had been proposed since at 
least 1926.

1971 – A fatal accident on the Bellthorpe Range Road occurred involving the school bus. Two local 
students died and 28 are injured.

1973 –Morning and afternoon curfews were introduced to allow the school bus to travel without 
opposing traffic. They were removed in 2016 (?) when the school bus route to Woodford stopped 
operating due to lack of numbers.



TIMELINE FOR BELLTHORPE ROADS, continued

1988 – A 3-week community effort to “fix the loops” by extending culverts, widen bends and shoulders and 
add guard rails – see below for more information.

1999 – Gap Road was closed for three months due to a landslip.  The Bellthorpe Road Safety Council 
was formed as a result. Brandon’s/Stony Creek/Mountford Road was also affected.

2004 – Bellthorpe Range Road was closed for 5 days due to bush fires.

2011 – Bellthorpe Range Road closed on 9 January for two years following wash out of the loop 
sections.  Gap Rd was closed for six weeks, and Stony Creek Road was also impassible briefly.

2013 – Bellthorpe Range Road re-opened on 18 January after work initially signposted as costing $5 
million grew to $8.5 million.

2013 – Just over a week later, another major rain event originating from Cyclone Oswald passed 
through, thankfully with little damage to the new road.

2022 – Cyclone Seth brought very heavy local rainfall, again in early January, washing away land at the 
big loop on Bellthorpe Range Road, and from a steep gully adjacent to Gap Road. The forestry road 
(Brandon’s/Stony Creek/Mountford Road) had a major washout and is currently closed to all traffic.  



THE 1988 COMMUNITY-LED UPGRADE OF THE BELLTHORPE 
RANGE ROAD “LOOPS”

Much of the road construction and repair in earlier days was carried out by the 
community. It might surprise newer locals that this happened as recently as 1988 
when a major community project to improve the switchback section of Bellthorpe 

Range Road took place (and it received some press publicity). The cost of the 
project was an estimated $80,000 of which only $10,000 was from council. Bert 

Livingstone made a generous cash donation covering necessary purchases, with 
the rest mostly in the form of volunteer labour and the loan of private equipment. 

Council then re-sealed the section of road. The project was carried out over just 16 
days (9-25 September) during school holidays to minimise disruption. This section 

of road and safety railings was destroyed in 2011.



To view this article full-size as a PDF, a 
separate attachment has been 
provided in the covering email.







THE 2011 DAMAGE TO BELLTHORPE RANGE ROAD AND OTHER 
ACCESS ROUTES

The early January 2011 downpours stretched over three consecutive days of over 
300 mm of rain each day, following 650 mm over the preceding month. Parts of 
Bellthorpe Range Road and Gap Road were washed away as were the roads 

through the forest south to the D’Aguilar Highway. Bellthorpe was cut off 
completely. We were grateful to the MBRC which quickly expended about 

$150,000 to make the forestry road safe, even though it is not a council road, it 
being the sole access to Bellthorpe for the next six weeks to 21 February when 

Gap Road was partially re-opened.



Bellthorpe Range Road washout 2011



Damage to Bellthorpe Range Road



Trees and rocks across Bellthorpe Range Road 2011



More debris across Bellthorpe Range Road 2011



GAP ROAD CLOSED

At the same time, Gap Road was closed to all vehicles for a period of 6 weeks 
with only pedestrian access possible. Locals wanting to travel on Gap Road had to 
park a vehicle on one side of the damaged area and walk 600m to another vehicle 

parked on the other side. 

The school bus no longer operated into Bellthorpe (it used the gravel pit on Mears 
Lane as a pick-up and turn-around point) and postal deliveries were cut to 3 per 

week.

The road was partially reopened on 21 February 2011 with just one lane and a 
load limit of 2 tonnes.



GAP ROAD WAS CLOSED FOR 6 WEEKS



Pedestrian access only along Gap Road for 6 weeks



Damage to Gap Road



Eventually, one lane was opened - weight limit 2t



Early pessimistic reports that Bellthorpe Range Road was beyond repair were revised when the 
Queensland Reconstruction Authority was established and soon indicated that that both sealed 
roads would re-open as early as late May 2011. It was going to be much longer. 

Major General Slater visited Bellthorpe on 27 May 2011 and met with a group of residents. One 
request was to be better informed which was well-fulfilled by weekly updates thereafter. 

We finally saw drawings of the Range Road repairs in September with work starting in 
December. The work progressed slowly, with a year lapsing before the semi-official opening and 
walk on 18 January 2013.



L-R: Phil Guerney, Andrew Powell MP, Maj Gen Mick Slater, Cllr 
Adrian Raedel, Dave Clark, Neil Donovan, Asst to Maj Gen Slater



Clearing and reconstruction under way



The start of the gabion wall being built



An impressive view of the new gabion wall



Bellthorpe Range Road before reopening



Awaiting the ceremony!



“Unofficial” opening of Bellthorpe Range Road -
Cllr Adrian Raedel cuts the tape


