
 

 
From TROVE: The Brisbane Courier 14 July 1892 

It was the flood of 1893 that saw the mill wiped out. 

  

From TROVE: The Telegraph 20 March 1893 
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Sawmills of Durundur . . . 

 
 

 
    Workers at Nicholson’s Sawmill, Villeneuve  

In 1885, Frank Villeneuve Nicholson 

commenced sawmilling on his selection to 

take advantage of the supply of timber on 

his property.   It was the first sawmill of the 

district and it provided employment for 

approx 20 men.   
 

Frank Villeneuve Nicholson (1843-1898) 

 

 

Nicholson’s Sawmill (1885 – 1893) 
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                                       From TROVE: The Brisbane Courier 29 July 1885 

          

Local historian Ron Trim’s recollections: 

Next came Frank Villeneuve Nicholson, at 
Villeneuve. Frank had selected a parcel of blocks 
from Durundur, Kilcoy and Mt Brisbane 
resumptions. He came to live on his blocks in 
about 1876. 

There was so much wonderful timber both 
hardwood and hoop pine, that it was a simple 

decision to think of milling.  He selected the site for the mill on the south 
bank of the river, a few hundred metres down from the crossing over the 
river between Kilcoy and Woodford.    

                                                       

 
                                                                        From TROVE: The Queenslander 23 January 1886 

He erected a shed and when the mill started operating, houses for his 
workers and a school for their children.  

The only problem with the mill was the distance to market, to either 
Brisbane or Ipswich (then called Limestone).  It was a long way to Ipswich 
by bullock wagons over many river crossings, no bridges.  It took about 
three weeks for a trip and a little less to Caboolture, but with the rail 
reaching Caboolture in 1888, this was reduced to about three days.   

Times were tough and became worse with a small flood in 1890 that 
washed some of his stacks away.  This was the start of a disaster. The 
flood in 1893 wiped out his village houses, mill timber and all except his 
own house and the school where most of the people took refuge.  

Nicholson was ruined and had to go to Brisbane to find a job. 

The flood of 1890 caused Nicholson financial difficulties. By 1 July 
1892, the Bank of NSW had taken possession of his property and the 
sawmill.  

Nicholson’s Sawmill continued 

 

Nicholson’s Sawmill 

1880: Nicholson’s Homestead, Villeneuve 

From Queensland PO Directory 1892 

 


