
  

From TROVE: The Brisbane Courier 12 August 1889 
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From TROVE: The Week 10 July 1891 

Sadly, the mill did not reopen. 
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Sawmills of Durundur . . . 

 
 

 
               1890: Survey Map of Woodford 

In 1886, the Woodford Sawmill Co erected a 

sawmill at Yatesville and it operated for a few 

years.  

 
 

James Kirby (1863-1956) 

 

Woodford Sawmill Co Sawmill (1886 –1889) 
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James, as a young boy, journey to Australia in 1866 onboard the 

ship ‘Star of England’ with his mother Jane and his older brother 

Alexander. They had escaped the hardship of the workhouse. 

James and his older brother made their way to Durundur.  

In 1886, they teamed up with other locals to form the  

Woodford Sawmill Company. They were timber-getters you see. 

Local historian Ron Trim’s recollections: 

The first sawmill to be erected in Woodford 
was behind where the Police station is 
now.   It was owned and operated by 
James Kirby, Alex Kirby and William Tracey 
Senior.  It operated around the end of the 
century but for only a few years closing 
because of financial problems. 

 

                 From TROVE: Moreton Mail 15 May 1886 

 

 
From TROVE: Moreton Mail 3 July 1886 

 
                                                                  From TROVE: Moreton Mail 23 October 1886 

 

From TROVE: Moreton Mail 23 October 1886 

In 1887, the Woodford Sawmill Co leased a 

quarter acre of wharf property with one chain 

frontage to the Caboolture River from the 

Caboolture Divisional Board for £2 10s per 

annum. 

 

                                                                                 From TROVE: The Telegraph 3 December 1887 

Woodford Sawmill Co Sawmill continued 

 

‘Sawmills and Tramways’ by John Kerr 

The Woodford Sawmill Company Limited was registered 

with a capital of £1800 in 60 shares. It was set up by a 

number of sawyers, tradesmen and businessmen, mostly 

from the area. Owen T. Hagger, a carpenter, became 

managing director but in 1889 the sawmill was sold. The 

company was wound up, paying the creditors in full. 

84 Archer Street, 

Woodford 

Site of the Woodford 

Sawmill Co  

1920s: The Police station and house on 

the main road at Woodford 
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