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Special thanks to the Cobb family for 

sharing priceless family photos 

 



 

 

 

 

William (Bill) Cobb (1892-1977) 

 

 

Service: Norfolk and Suffolk Brigade 

3yrs, 10 mths 

(Left to emigrate to Australia) 

First World War 

Service No: 10475 

Enlisted : 1 October 1915 aged 23 yrs 

Unit: 23rd Company, Army Service  

          Corps, 3rd Division Train 

Operations: France and Belgium  

1916-1918 

Discharged: 13 Apri 1920 aged 28 yrs 

Between Wars 

Unit: 2nd Light Horse Regiment 

      2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment 

Second World War 

Service No: Q201480 

Enlisted: 23 April 1942 aged 50 yrs 

Unit: 2nd (Qld) Battalion Volunteer  

Defence Corp 

 

 

 

 



The COBB Family comes to Woodford 

The Cobb family came to Woodford in 1920; William (1892-

1977) with his wife Bella (1893-1974) and their two young 

children, Albert and Iris.  

William set up his saddlery in a small shop in the main 

street. 

And so began their life in the small country town of 

Woodford. 

 

 

                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c1916: Bella, William, Iris & Albert 

 

From TROVE: The Catholic Advocate 5 July 1923 



William Cobb and the R.S. and S.I.L.A 

A sub-branch of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial 

League of Australia (now known as the RSL) was formed at 

Woodford in February 1920.  

William became a member in March 1920. His association with 

the Woodford sub-branch lasted for many years, where he 

worked tirelessly for the betterment of the members, distressed 

diggers and the community.   

President: 1923-1928, 1930-1932   Secretary: 1932-1937 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In July 1924, the R.S. and S.I.L.A. purchased the Woodford Hall from Mrs M.E. King and renamed 

it the Diggers Memorial Hall.  

The hall served as ‘a 

memorial of those 

fighting men who did 

not return from the 

war’ and ‘an important 
amenity for the people 

of the Woodford 

District’. 

The hall was used for 

many events by the 

community like dances 

and balls, meetings and 

reunions and even boxing tournaments. 
Using information from Lengthening the Shadows on Durundur Country 

 

Charles Frederick COBB 

William’s younger brother, Charles, emigrated to Australia in 1924 and found 
his way to Woodford. Being a returned soldier, he too joined the R.S. and 

S.I.L.A. Soon after joining, he was elected secretary. 

He resigned in August 1932 as he was leaving the district.   



Captain Cobb and the Woodford Light Horse 

William joined the 2nd Light Horse Regiment in September 1925 when 

the Woodford Light Horse Unit was formed. He was made commander 

of the Woodford Troop. He was promoted to Lieutenant in March 1926 

and then to Captain in January 1928.  

In July 1930, the 2nd Light Horse Regiment and the 14th Light Horse 

Regiment amalgamated to become the 2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment.  

William transferred out of the Light Horse in August 1937. 

 

From TROVE: The Brisbane Courier 23 September 1925 

 

 

 



 

     1935: Captain William Cobb taking the salute  

     Courtesy of City of Moreton Bay  

      Reference No: CLPC P0984 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William’s Light Horse 

           whistle 

 

 

                   From National Archives 

                                of Australia 

 



HONOURING the COBB Family . . . 

For their many years of service to King and country & the community! 

 

 

William Cobb 

(1892-1977) 

 

  
Isabella Ashton  

(1893-1974)  

  

  

      

      
Married: 8 January, 1913  

at St Margaret’s Church,  
Kings Lyn, Norfolk, England 

      

                  

                 

Henry William Albert  

(1915-1942) 

 

  

Harry George  

(1920-1923)  

 

  

Delia Jean 

(1925-2005) 

 

  

Edward (Ted) 

(1928-1976) 

    

                          

 
Iris Isabella  

(1916-2003) 

 

 

Alfred (Alf) 

(1923-1958)  

 

  

Wilfred (Wilf) 

(1923-2006) 

 

 

Irene 

(1926-1937) 

 

 
 

  
                  

After the end of the Second World War, William and Bella moved to King Street, Caboolture. 

And so, after over 25 years, their Woodford chapter came to an end! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wilfred Cobb 

Service No: 24425 

Enlisted: 7 June 1940  

Service: Royal Australian Navy 

Discharged: 11 June 1948 
              

Alfred Cobb 

Service No: 24426 

Enlisted: 7 June 1940  

Service: Royal Australian Navy 

Discharged: 5 January 1948 
              

Ted Cobb 

Service No: B5469 

Enlisted: 1 May 1945  

Service: Royal Australian Navy 

Discharged: 17 March 1947 
              

Delia Jean Cobb 

Service No: 24426 

Enlisted: 8 November 1944 

Service: Royal Australian Air Force 

Discharged: 29 May 1946 
              

Henry William Albert 

Cobb (1915-1942) 

(known as Albert) 

Service No: QX6313 

Enlisted: 11 July 1940         

Unit: 2/7 Cavalry Cammando  

Regiment 

Death: 19 December 1942,  

Killed in Action 

Captain Cobb was commanding D Squadron 2/7 Calvalry 

Regiment under command of 30 Brigade.  

The Brigade was advancing towards Sanananda Point and 

was delayed by Japanese road blocks. Cobb led a part of his 

squadron to rejoin forward positions at “Huggins”, but was 

pinned down by Japanese fire for over a day. 

Cobb evacuated his wounded and remained alone at the 

forward point. He was not seen alive again. 



 
 

 

From TROVE: The Evening Advocate 2 February 1943 

 

        Woodford Historical Society   

 



